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EDITORIAL NOTES 
THE UNKNOWN POWERS OF MIND OVER MATTER 


An outstanding event in psychical research this summer has been the 
appearance of a treatise by Dr. Eugene Osty and his son M. Marcel Osty, 
entitled “Les Pouvoirs Inconnus de |’Esprit sur la Matiére’. It forms a 
book of 154 pages and contains the record of all experiments up to the end 
of 1931. It is published by Felix Alcan of Paris at a price of 25 francs, and 
the copy kindly furnished by Dr. Osty has been placed in the library at 
Hyslop House for general reference. 

The studies which form the subject-matter of this treatise are concerned 
entirely with the experimental investigation of the paranormal powers of 
action by the human entity upon material objects, and they are dealt with 
purely from the psycho-physiological standpoint. The medium employed 
is, of course, Rudi Schneider and the record of results obtained by Dr. 
Osty and his son are likely to form a classic example of the application of 
the best kind of scientific method as well as of conscientious care and 
perseverance. 

The experiments are divided into three periods, the first series being pre- 
liminary, for the general observation of conditions (pour voir) and the 
choice of the method to be adopted in those that were to follow. The 
second series is devoted to the discovery of a mode of demonstration of the 
nature and operation of the psycho-physical forces at work in the phenomena 
of telekinesis. Those of the third period of experiment deal with the 
special study of the invisible substance of the teleplasms; the localization 
of the same by means of the infra-red rays, certain discussions and statistics 
on the trajectory, the amplitude and the direction of force in the invisible 
substance. The duration of its presence is tabulated as well as the variations 
of its density and volume. 

The influence of red and white light as well as that of the infra-red 
and the ultra-violet is the subject of a fine comparative study, and several 
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diagrams are included. The hypothesis current among scientific researchers is 
that mediums are unable to produce their phenomena in white light and 
that any sudden access of ordinary illumination is likely to create shock. 
From this, it has been assumed that darkness is the best condition for the 
production of phenomena; and that a dim red light would be best for pur- 
poses of observation. The first group of sittings was conducted under these 
conditions. When Rudi was in good form, he did not concern himself about 
the lighting; but when, as often happened, he found himself lacking in 
power to produce them, he would ask for a diminution of the light for a 
while, then suggesting that it be turned up again and particular attention 
given to what might be happening on the table-top. An infra-red ray was 
reflected by mirrors many times across this area, and its receiver was arranged 
to control a bell and a small point of white light. Whenever the teleplasmic 
substance was invisibly present, it was found that 30% of the infra-red 
rays were absorbed as a minimum. The bell also sounded. As the red 
light was augmented, the ringing of the bell seemed to weaken. Further 
experiment on the 16th February showed in the graphic record the struggle 
of the invisible substance to maintain its cohesion and density in the red 
light. 

Several sittings were given to studying the effect of the ultra-violet 
light. The object was to see (1) whether the substance could resist it, and 
(2) whether it would cause fluorescence. A Kromayer mercury-vapor lamp of 
440 watts was used, with a parallel-ray projector. The infra-red apparatus 
was working at the same time. For 108 seconds, the invisible substance 
manifested its presence in spite of the ultra-violet light. But the ringing of 
the bell .was subject to a number of very brief interruptions. The sitting 
of Feb. 16th confirmed the tentative conclusions already formed: (1) that 
the invisible substance, if forthcoming in a sufficient degree of density, is 
not destroyed by the ultra-violet light: (2) that the said light does not 
create fluorescence in the invisible substance. 

THE INFRA-RED RADIATIONS 

These extend to eight octaves of wave-length as compared with the 
single octave of luminous rays and the 5 octaves of the ultra-violet. This 
long scale has been divided by Dr. Osty into three sections, the intermediate 
one of which was found to betoken the presence of the invisible substance. 
Two systems of radiation were used; one comparatively feeble and the other 
much more intense. It was ascertained that the absorption of these rays was 
frequent and more abundant in the case of the diffused and weaker pencil 
of rays than it was with the concentrated one. The principle also was re- 
vealed by two experiments in November 19341, that the use of the longer 
wave-lengths of the infra-red was favorable to the manifestation of the in- 
visible substance, owing to their greater absorptive power. 

The rest of the treatise is concerned with the mental control of the 
formation of the invisible teleplasm and this we hope to speak of in our 
Editorial Notes for October. 
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THE MARGERY MEDIUMSHIP 


Remarkable Production of Hands in Kerr. 
By WILLIAM H. BUTTON 


The two hands illustrated herewith were produced in dental wax (Kerr) 
at two sittings early in May, 1932, with Margery at Lime Street and are in 
themselves of such extraordinary character and were produced under such 
striking conditions that I believe it will be of interest to present them to the 
readers of the Journal regardless of their connection with the general series 
of fingerprint phenomena involved in the mediumship. 

The extraordinary characteristics of the hands consist in the fact that 
they are in relief and are positives and the fact that they are so far bent 
over backwards as to be manifestly supernormal. They are representations of 
hands laid back-downward with all the lines and depressions reproduced as 
they would appear in the original hands with the exception of the turning 
over of the ends of the little fingers. No way suggests itself in which such 
results could be produced by normal means. 

The striking circumstances surrounding their production are that the 
masses of wax out of which they were produced were inspected only a mo- 
ment before they were produced and that in the first instance, Figs. 1 and 2, 
the completed hand was produced in exactly two minutes and in the other in- 
stance, Fig. 3, the hand was produced in forty seconds. These circumstances 
leave no room for claim of normal manipulation. ; 

The records of the two sittings, so far as they bear on this subject, are 
printed herewith and nothing needs to be added to them. 

After these hands were produced many other hands, both flat and other- 
wise, and portions of hands were produced, all of which have an important 
bearing on the whole series of finger prints and will be considered at the 
proper time. 

SITTING AT 10 LIME STREET, 
May 3RD, 1932. 9:10 P.M. 

Present to left: Psyche, Dr. Richardson, Mr. Button, Dr. Crandon, Captain Fife. 
Miss Barry, stenographer, outside circle, as usual being seated near the side of the 
room behind a screen with a red light sufficient to enable her to take notes. 

Prior to: the sitting Captain Fife and Mr. Button had prepared a large slab of 
dental wax (Kerr) as follows: They had taken nine ordinary pieces of wax and. laid 
them on a towel in such a manner as to overlap each other; the towel being placed 
across a deep tin dish. They then poured hot water into the dish and allowed the 
Kerr to remain long enough to become soft. They then removed the towel and 
placed it with the soft Kerr on a flat board. They then took a large platter and 
pressed it down as hard as possible on the soft wax with the result that the separate 
pieces of wax thus softened became flattened out and formed an oblong slab of wax, 
elliptical in shape, about eight by six inches and about a quarter of an inch thick. 
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This slab of wax was not removed from the towel but the water from the hot water 
pan was poured out and the towel with the wax on it was placed in the bottom of 
the pan and in this condition was carried to the séance room. It will be observed 
that by this operation the bottom of the wax would carry the impress of the fabric 
of the towel. This pan with the wax so placed was put on the.table in the séance 
room and beside it a large pan of cold water. 

The medium was searched before and after the séance by Miss Barry and had 
nothing concealed on her person or in her garments. Miss Barry did not leave the 
medium’s side from the time she put on to her her séance garments until the medium 
was seated in her chair in the séance room. The garments consisted of a “‘scanty” 
and a robe, both of which were thoroughly searched by Miss Barry. The medium 
also wore stockings and shoes. 

Trance came on at 9:12 and Walter almost immediately came through and said: 
“If you can reproduce what I am going to give you tonight, Button, I will give you 
a thousand dollars. I am going to give you the hand of a dead man tonight. It 
will be my hand. It will be a hand in relief with the fingers bent way back and 
the little finger turned over showing a nail.” oe 

At 9:15 Walter asked for hot water to be poured on the wax. Captain Fife 
turned on a white electric torch and showed the wax as above described on the towel 
in the bottom of the hot water pan. Fife poured hot water on the wax and turned 


out his electric torch. Hand control was maintained throughout, except when flash- 
light was on as indicated. 


In exactly two minutes Walter announced that the hand was made and could be 
taken out of the cold water by Mr. Button and examined. Fife turned on his white 
flashlight again and the cold water dish was examined and in it there was found to 
be the wax with the figure of a hand on it in the position above described by Walter. 


Mr. Button immediately took charge of this wax and kept it in his possession until it 
was examined later after the séance. 


Walter then put the hot cloth on Dr. Richardson’s hand and then his cold term- 


inal, showing how hot the water had been and how quickly his cold terminal had 
cooled the wax. 


(Irrelevant matter here omitted). 
Sitting closed at 9:35 p.m. 


Mr. Button took the wax down to the bookroom where it was examined by all 
parties present and it showed a complete hand from the wrist to the ends of the 
fingers, including the four fingers and thumb, with the skin markings plainly visible 
and the little finger evidently turned over showing a nail, as well as the third finger. 
It was plainly a positive, as the lines in the palm and elsewhere showed as furrows 
and not as ridges. The hand was bent over backward, evidently on an axis about 
coincident with the knuckle joints and bent to such an extent that no one, no matter 
how flexible his joints might be, could possibly get the fingers so far back. 


Each party signs this report as a certification only to those matters indicated to 
have occurred in his or her presence. 


Signed: 


Wma. H. BUTTON 
L. R. G. CRANDON 
JOHN W. FIFE 
Nonigz C. BARRY 
Mark W. RICHARDSON. 


Fig. 1. Hand in relief produced in dental wax in the Margery mediumship on 
May 3, 1932. Time of production, 2 minutes. The palm shows the hand 
to be a positive. 
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Fig. 2. Same hand as shown in Fig. 1. 
Note the extreme bending back of the fingers. 
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SITTING AT 10 LIME STREET, 
May 4TH, 1932. 9:30 P.M. 


Sitters to left: Psyche, Mr. Button, Mr. Litzelmann, Dr. Crandon, Sary, Capt. 
Fife. Outside circle, Miss Fitch, Miss Poor and Miss Barry, stenographer. The 
stenographer, as usual, was seated near the side of the room behind a screen with a 
red light sufficient to enable her to take notes. 

A large slab of dental wax (Kerr) had been prepared by Captain Fife and Mr. 
Button in exactly the same manner as it had for the séance of May 3rd and had 
been carried to the séance room by Captain Fife in the same condition as before. 

The medium was searched before and after the séance by Miss Fitch and Miss 
Poor as follows: The medium was stripped of all her garments and searched by them. 
She wore into the séance room two garments, a “scanty” and a robe, which were 
thoroughly searched by Miss Fitch and Miss Poor before and after the séance. The 
medium was then led into the séance room and her hands were held from the time 
of the search until she reached the chair in the séance room. (She also wore stock- 
ings and shoes). Result of all searches negative. 

Hand control was observed at all times by the circle except when Fife was using 
the flashlight as below indicated. Miss Fitch and Miss Poor sat immediately back of 
Mr. Litzelmann and Dr. Crandon and close to them. 

Trance came on almost immediately and Button and Fife reported a twitching 
of the medium’s hands. Walter came through shortly and was introduced to the new 
visitors. 

(Irrelevant matter here omitted). 


Mr. Button then asked Walter how he managed to make a hand in such a short 
time and how he got enough ectoplasm out to do so and Walter said, “I push the 
wax through my hand. You forget that I do not have to have a solid hand, mine 
might be as thin as paper but as strong as an elephant.” He also compared the hand 
he used to a thin film of ‘New Skin’. 

At 9:45 Walter asked for the hot water to be poured in the hot water pan 
which contained the large slab of wax on the towel as arranged the night before, 
May 3rd. Fife turned on his white flashlight and poured the water in the hot water 
dish and all in the circle observed the large slab of wax in the dish on top of the 
towel. Flashlight was turned out, control resumed, the dishes could be heard rattling 
and in exactly forty seconds, Walter said, ‘““Take the wax out of the cold water. It 
is a hand like that of last night but this is bent completely backwards. It is a left 
hand.” 

Fife turned on his white flashlight and Button removed the hand from the cold 
water dish and on immediate examination by all parties in the circle it was found to 
be a hand in relief with fingers bent completely backwards as described by Walter. 
Button took possession of this wax and kept it during the rest of the séance. 


(Irrelevant matter here omitted). 


Mr. Button again said he did not see how Walter could make a hand so quickly, 
in this instance in forty seconds, and Walter replied, “I don’t put my hand down into 
it. I make an impression and peel it off, like a piece of paper.” 

Cold breezes were felt by the circle during the séance. 

Walter said good night and then the red light was put on. In red light Walter 
said, “It’s a wise guy that knows his own hand!” 

Sitting closed at 10:05 p.m. 

Mr. Button retained possesion of the wax at all times after he took it from the 
cold water dish and took it downstairs to the bookroom where it was examined by 
the whole party and it turned out to be a left hand in relief as on the night before, 
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but turned completely backwards so that practically the ends of the fingers met the 
wrist forming a complete cylinder. Again it was shown to be a positive as the palm 
markings, etc. were furrows instead of ridges. Mr. Button retained possession of 
this wax. 


This is signed by each party as a certification only to those matters indicated to 
have occurred in his or her presence. 


Signed: 


Wm. H. BuTTON 
L. R. G. CRANDON 
C. H. LirzELMANN 
JOHN W. FIFE 
MaRION FITCH 
JANE Poor 


ERRATUM 


On page 321 of the August issue of the Journal appear illustrations of two boxes. 


Unfortunately these were transposed. The descriptions should remain as they are but 
the illustrations should be interchanged. 


A Doctor writing recently in one of the medical Journals makes the 
following comment on the present position of the scientific physician, which 
would seem equally applicable to the psychic researcher. 

“Overcrowded as he may seem to be with knowledge so much more 
abundant than he can ever acquire, the unknown is far greater than the 
known. The problems. . . to be solved far outnumber those solved even in 
tentative fashion. Every problem solved opens up new fields of inquiry and 
investigation and research. There is an abundance of facts for which no 
conciliation has been found, and their significance has not been determined. 
There are inconsistencies seemingly hopeless, with present knowledge. There 
are contradictions intolerably irritating in their insistence on the need for 
deeper insight and greater understanding”. 


caSurivud 
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Fig. 3. (a) and (b). Hand in relief produced in dental wax in the Margery Mediumship on May 4th 1932, in 
forty seconds. This is also a positive. (a). Central portion of palms. (b). Lower extremity of palm and upper 
phalanges of fingers. The hand is bent backwards to form a complete cylinder. 


| 
@e 
| 


fa i 


SOME EXPERIENCES CONCERNING THE 
HUMAN “AURA” 


By Dr. GERDA WALTHER 


It is with the greatest interest that I have read the articles of Dr. 
Servadio on human “‘fluids” in recent numbers of this Journal. Dr. Servadio 
in this connection also mentions the experiments of Dr. Kilner’ in which 
he tried to make the so-called human aura visible by chemical screens. 
These experiments however were not satisfactory and indeed I personally am 
convinced that it is quite impossible to make the “aura” visible by chemical 
or physical means, because the aura is something mental or even—in its 
higher degrees—spiritual. I don’t mean to say however, that it may not be 
possible to make visible or at least conceivable some kinds of human emana- 
tion or “fluid” (or whatever one may call it) by physical or chemical 
means. I only doubt whether it is the “aura”, or if one wants to call it 
the ‘aura’ I think one must distinguish several kinds of auras, as indeed do 
many esoteric schools. Thus one often hears that one must distinguish: the 
etheric body or aura from the astral (which I would prefer to call psychical) ; 
the mental; and finally the “causal” (spiritual) body or aura. I think there 
is something in these distinctions, from my own experience would say that 
what can be made visible or at least perceivable by physical or chemical 
means is limited to the etheric aura. 

As the readers of this Journal will remember, Dr. Osty in his excellent 
experiments with Rudi Schneider? has succeeded in proving the existence of 
and finding some of the laws that govern the invisible force or substance 
radiated by some, if not all physical mediums, which probably is responsible 
for telekineses. This after a certain condensation, may become visible in 
psychic forms not connected (not visibly at least) with the physical body 
of the medium. Already in 1917 the German psychic researcher Ing. Fritz 
Grunewald found out that one of his mediums (Mr. Johansen) could deflect 
the needle of a magnet by approaching his hands. That this deflection was 
caused by real (animal?) magnetism was proved by the same medium pro- 
ducing genuine magnetic lines of force in iron-filings on a glass plate under 
which he held his hand, and equally this medium caused a so-called ballistical 
deflection of a reflecting- galvanometer when he thrust his hand through an 
inducing coil of copper-wire connected with the galvanometer. Another 
medium (“femme masquée”’) was also capable of deflecting the needle of 
the magnet, but her hands were not able to produce lines of force in iron- 
filings, nor could she deflect the galvanometer. From this Grunewald con- 


1. Cf. this Journal, April 1932, p. 170. 
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2. Cf. this Journal, June 1932, p. 264 and Dr. E. Osty: ‘‘Les Pouvoirs inconnus de 1’Esprit 
sur la Matiere”’. F. Alcan, Paris 1932. 
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cluded, that this medium (femme masquée) deflected the magnet by some 
other kind of psychic forces (perhaps the same which Osty investigated 
with Rudi Schneider?) while the other medium (Johansen) really possessed 
genuine magnetic forces.* He also found, that after giving a “magnetical”’ 
treatment with the help of “passes” the magnetic forces of Johansen when 
measured were much less or seemed negligible in amount compared with 
what they had measured before the beginning of the treatment. If however 
the medium (Johansen) made the same passes through the air without 
magnetising a person during the same length of time he used for a treatment 
his own magnetic intensity when measured afterwards had greatly increased 
(the same was the case after a defaecation). It would be highly desirable 
that these experiments should be taken up by others with suitable subjects. 


In any case they seem to prove that some persons possess a magnetic 
“fluid” which however need not be the same force which produces physical 
phenomena (as telekineses etc.). And again I think these emanations must 
be distinguished from the aura, or at least the “higher” (psychical, mental 
and spiritual) parts of the aura. I know Rudi Schneider's personal aura 
quite well and have sensed it ever so often, but during his sittings after he 
had fallen in trance when we could all feel the “cold breezes”. and while 
phenomena were going on, not once did I perceive Rudi’s personal aura, 
though indeed there generally was a peculiar “feeling” in these and similar 
sittings, which however had nothing to do with Rudi’s aura or in fact the 
way one senses auras at all. A friend of mine, who also senses auras, ex- 
perienced the same in Rudi’s sittings. Indeed Rudi’s personal aura seems to 
be entirely absent during the sittings as long as he is in a trance-state, and 
this would make “Olga’s” explanation quite plausible, that Rudi is “beside” 
his body in a deep sleep in which he knows nothing of. himself during the 
sittings while “Olga” is there using his body and its forces—whatever one 
may suppose “Olga” to be. (If “Olga” is only a part of Rudi’s subconscious 
mind then in any case ‘‘she’’ is entirely different from his normal personality 
(not only his consciousness) and all parts of its aura). 


I am rather good at planchette-experiments myself, though the glass 
only moves if somebody else has his or her hand on it too. Now sometimes 
when the planchette moves very rapidly I feel a particular strain which goes 
from my neck through the shoulder and arm into the hand on the glass 
of the planchette. When this strain is very hard I often say to the intel- 
ligence (or whatever it is) manifesting: “please don’t take all the force from 
me, it makes my neck ache——do take some from my friend too.” Then 
the strain generally ceases instantly, I seem to fall back into an entirely 
passive rdle. Very often however shortly afterwards my sensitive friend 


3. Cf. the paper read by Ing. Grunewald at the first congress for psychical research in 
Copenhaguen, 4¥921, on ‘‘Ferromagnetische Erscheinungen am Menschen” (published in the 
“Psychische Studien’, February 1922). Unfortunately Ing. Grunewald suddenly died in 
July 1925 before he had published the intended book on his investigations. He was the 
first psychical researcher who set up a psychical laboratory on the Continent. After his 
premature death the most precious of his instruments were acquired by the Institut 
Metapsychique in Paris, the rest went to the laboratory of Prof. Schroder in Berlin. 
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feels the same strain in her neck and shoulder and “scolds” me for having 
told the intelligence to take the force from her. This again is an experience 
that has nothing whatever to do with the sensing of auras. Equally it is 


different from a certain feeling I sometimes have, and which I would like 
to call “magnetical’’. 


Sometimes I have a certain feeling reminiscent of a magnetic or electrical 
tension, especially in the presence of some persons (known or unknown to 
me) at certain times. (But I don’t always have this feeling in the presence 
of the same persons.) I seem to feel it especially with my back, along the 
spine. When concentrating hard on a particular thought I wish to com- 
municate to somebody else by telepathy I sometimes also have a similar 
feeling of tension in my forehead between the eyebrows. Once a healing- 
medium came for a visit to a friend of mine. I was in another room when 
the medium came, the door of which she passed going through a corridor 
into the drawing-room. At that very same moment I felt quite a flood of 
“magnetism” (or however one will call it) streaming towards me. I then 
went over into the drawing-room and was introduced to the medium. Im- 
mediately she said: “Dear me, doctor, how magnetic you are! I feel it all 
over my body!” At another time I was going down the street in a little town. 
Suddenly I had the feeling I had entered a magnetic field, which seemed 
to fall over the whole street like a shadow. I wondered where it was coming 
from. It seemed to become weaker to the left and stronger to the right, so 
I followed it to the right and there stood a man at a shop-window around 
whom it seemed to center. I recognised him to be a very celebrated German 
poet, whom however I did not know personally. After that I also sensed 
his spiritual aura, which was an entirely different thing from feeling the 
magnetical field (or whatever it was) surrounding him. 


All these examples Seem to prove that man has some entirely different 
emanations or “fluids” which must not be confounded with each other, and 
which must probably be proved and investigated scientifically by quite differ- 
ent methods. The ‘‘magnetical’’ emanations and the psychic forces producing 
physical phenomena (which may perhaps be transformed into visible forms 
of teleplasm) can probably be investigated and proved by physical and 
chemical methods and apparatus, as especially Ing. Grunewald and Dr. Osty 
have tried to, but as already mentioned I greatly doubt whether one can 
approach the investigation of the psychical, mental and spiritual aura*by such 
means as it is something entirely non-physical, non-material. Thus the 
efforts of Kilner, as far as they concern the higher parts of the aura, 
seem to me to be wrong even from their very beginning. Also Kilner’s state- 
ment, that the aura can’t be “‘seen’” in utter darkness according to my ex- 
perience is wrong. Physical light or darkness has nothing to do with it 
whatever, as it is something mental, and I have in fact sensed the aura of 
persons with whom I was in telepathic contact in utter darkness in the middle 
of the night as clearly as in brightest day-light. This is quite natural, I think, 
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as the mental etc. aura probably is not “seen” or rather sensed with the 

physical eyes but with some other organ, whatever it may be. If one senses 

the aura of a person one sees with the physical eyes at the same time both 

perceptions are so closely connected and intermingled that it might seem 

as if the aura was “‘seen” with the physical eyes; as soon as-one senses the 
aura of a person one doesn’t see physically at the same time (be it present 
in space or not) one however finds that this is a mistake. 


The act of sensing or of seeing the aura according to my experience is 
a purely psychical or mental perception, yet it must not be confounded with 
mere thoughts, imaginations or similar experiences. I may think of a per- 
son’s aura or imagine it—yet this is entirely different from actually sensing 
it, just the same as it is quite a different thing whether I actually see a 
physically visible object, such as a red rose, or whether I only think of it 
or imagine it. The faculty of sensing auras is a mental (or psychical) per- 
ception of its own kind, an original, genuine experience sui generis which 
can not be derived from other experiences. As is the case with all ex- 
periences of this kind it is very difficult to explain to persons who never 
have had it themselves what this experience is like. But I will at least try 
to give my readers an idea of what it is like, though I fear it can never 
be adequate. I will begin with the “historical” commencement of my ex- 
perience of auras by describing the very first time I ever saw an aura. (At 
least it was the first time I can remember. ) 

My father, a well-known German physician, was a socialist and an 
adherent of materialism, he had left the church and brought me up entirely 
in his materialistic and atheistic views, not permitting my teachers to give 
me any lessons in religion and similar things. When I went to a gymnasium 
I was excused from the lessons in religion, being “without any confession’. 
So my readers will understand I certainly had no prejudice whatever in 
favour of psychics, auras and similar things. Yet I had experienced the 
human aura a long time before I knew anything about a psyche, or psychic 
research, though of course I didn’t know what it was then. But in any case 
nobody can say I only imagined I saw an aura because I had heard or read 
about it. A young painter was staying with us in our country-house near 
Munich. It was in the first year of the great war in 1915, I was nearly 
eighteen years old then. One day my father told me to show this young 
painter around. It was a dark and dreary day, but without rain. We 
passed through a little wood of fir-trees going straight down without any 
path. Suddenly a sort of light was in front of me (I was going a little 
. behind the young painter) as if the sun was shining through the trees, but 
I couldn’t see any sunbeams. However I immediately thought: “Oh, the 
sun has come through!” And I looked out for it in the sky, though I 
couldn’t see much because of the branches. But I couldn’t discover the sun 
anywhere. So I thought it was probably hidden from me by a cloud where 
I was standing while it had pierced the clouds in another place. We were 
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passing along a little brook, so I thought probably the sun was shining 
on the water somewhere, and what I had seen was a reflection of it. 
Accordingly I went quite close to the water looking for an image of the 
sun—but there was none and the sky above us was as gray and dreary as 
before. We went on and I was wondering all the time what it was I had 
seen. Without intending te ! went much slower than the painter, musing 
all the time. When I looked out for him he was further away from me 
than before and again I saw that strange faint light before me, but now I 
saw it was around the young painter and followed him wherever he went, 
so it must be connected with him somehow. Afterwards I made some re- 
marks to others about a sort of light suddenly being around persons, as I 
thought everybody had such experiences, but my friends and relations didn’t 
seem to know what I was talking about. I was careful therefore not to say 
any more about it from fear they would laugh at me. Only about four 
years later, in 1919, I chanced to find a little brochure about ‘‘theosophy” 
by Rudolf Steiner in the book-shelves of some friends. There Steiner de- 
scribes the so-called human aura and its meaning. I had never heard the 
word before, at least not in that sense, and it struck me that what Steiner 
wrote about was exactly what I had experienced with the young painter. 


Since then I have “‘seen’”’, or better, sensed all sorts of auras very often, 
as well in the presence of the persons to whom they belonged as when I 
am in telepathic contact with them. In fact it is by the aura in which it 
is embedded that I know exactly from whom a telepathic experience comes 
to me. (Cf. my article on telepathy in the October 1931 issue of this 
Journal.) It isn’t exactly wrong to talk of “seeing” an aura, but it isn’t quite 
right either, and it must always be kept in mind that one doesn’t “‘see” the 
aura as one sees physical objects, colours etc. It is more like the light of a 
blue (or red or any other colour) refractor falling on a person on the stage, 
but this is only an analogy because it is not really a physical but a transcend- 
ent experience of its own particular kind. Besides the aura is not always of 
the same colour with any one person, it is dependent on his mood, and may 
vaty according to the person being glad, depressed, full of joy, or love, or 
anger. Yet it seems to me that the aura of one and the same person always 
has the same particular hue or intrinsic quality so that one can tell to whom 
it belongs in spite of these momentary differences. It is very difficult to 
define in what this quality consists. But if one remembers that the style of a 
poet may be recognised in all his writings though they consist of quite 
different words and sentences, that the individual “note” of a painter, the 
peculiarity of a composer can be found in all his works however they may 
differ from each other—then one will perhaps get an idea of what I mean 
when I say that the aura of one and the same person has a certain identical 
“timbre” in spite of all its changes. 


Of course one and the same “colour” as such means quite different 
things in different auras. If I say an aura is blue of course ever so many. 
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“shades” of blue may be meant. Beside it is of the greatest difference im- 
aginable whether the “same” colour is more or less luminous and transparent 
or material and dull. One may say the colour is about the same; and yet 
it makes an enormous difference whether it is the “yellow” of a painted 
wall or of a sunbeam. It is just the same with the “colours” of the aura. 
The aura will be the brighter, luminous and transparent—so to say—the more 
spiritual its owner is, and it will be dull and opaque if its owner is a more 
or less materialistic, undeveloped person. 

As already mentioned I saw auras a long time before I knew what they 
were, and they also from the very beginning conveyed certain qualities of the 
character of their owners to me. Only later on I found that the philosophy 
of the East and some modern occult societies described the auras in the same 
way I saw them, and attributed about the same qualities of the character 
to certain colours of the aura as I would do. So although I am neither a 
theosophist nor an anthroposophist nor an adherent of any other such cult, I 
found from my own experience that there must be something in some of 
their statements—though I don’t think I have developed this faculty enough 
to be able to judge all their assertions. Thus e.g. the descriptions of the 
auras and of the significance of the colours of the auras in Leadbeater’s 
“Man Visible and Invisible’ and ‘“Thought-forms” corresponds very 
closely to my own experience of these things as far as it goes, though 
I experienced these things quite independently of his teachings and be- 
fore I ever saw his books. But of course one must always remember 
that his descriptions of the way in which the auras are seen and the coloured 
plates in his books must never be taken literally, that they are physical an- 
alogies to mental experiences, and that a person who has not had these ex- 
periences can only guess at what is meant by these analogies. In any case 
some friends of mine also see the aura, and I have often asked them how 
they would describe the aura of a certain person which I had seen myself 
without however telling them how I saw it. And always they had the same 
impression as I had if we saw the aura of the same person at the same time. 
There were only differences canal we saw these persons at different times 
in a different mood. 

It was very interesting for me too to read that “Nona”, the control of 
Mrs. Luisa Ignath (a very interesting Hungarian medium about whom I 
will write more another time), judges the persons with whom she has to do 
according to their aura and that she described the significance of the different 
colours of the aura exactly as I would. “Nona” was very surprised when she 
found other people questioned the existence of such a thing as the aura, to 
her it was the simplest, commonest thing in the world. 

Generally the aura seems to surround the persons to whom it belongs as 
a sort of non-material, “mental” cloud more or less falling together with the 
outlines of their physical body, according to their mental or spiritual develop- 
ment. Thus highly developed persons seem to have an aura that surpasses the 
size of their physical body very much. (e.g. the spiritual aura of the poet men- 
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tioned above whose “magnetic field” I entered seemed to be about twice as 
big as his physical body.) 

Sometimes however the aura of other persons seems to radiate and the 
clouds or “rays” coming from them seem to enter my own being (especially 
in telepathy”) gradually enveloping me but so that I can distinguish them 
from myself, my own feelings, etc. At first they just seem to come along, 
then to penetrate my body and my “subliminal mind’’—or however I am to 
call it—then by and by my whole ego seems to be surrounded and pene- 
trated by them just as it may be any feeling (e.g. of love, pleasure, delight 
etc.) of my own. And sometimes there are embedded in these clouds or 
“rays” thoughts or thought-fragments the persons from whom “they come” 
are just thinking of, though perhaps not in their conscious minds, and cer- 
tainly without any need of their uttering them aloud or expressing them in 
any other outer way. Besides I have the feeling as if these “clouds” and 
“rays” didn’t enter my body and mind in the same “place”, by the same 
“way” each time; certain identical kinds of auras however seem to enter 
my body and mind always in the same “place” according to their quality, 
and I can feel them entering ‘‘me” there and spreading in “myself” (like 
waves in a pond when you throw a stone into it) until my ego is so much 
enveloped by them, that they seem to be everywhere and all around mental- 
ly. Thus “rays” of sympathy or “clouds” of unkindness always seem to 
enter “me” somewhere near my “heart”, very highly spiritual “rays’’ seem 
to come in at the top of the shoulders or at the top of my head. When I 
get very distinct thoughts of others by telepathy (be they present in space or 
not) they seem to enter somewhere in the lower back part of my head. 
This makes me think that these different “places” may perhaps have some- 
thing to do with the spinal- or lotus-centres, the so-called chakras* of Yoga- 
philosophy. Thus perhaps the “place’’ where I feel the radiations of sympathy, 
antipathy, fear, anger etc. near my heart is somehow connected with the 
twelve-petalled lotus or Anahata Chakra, the place between the eye-brows 
which I feel as the source of forces streaming forth when I concentrate on 
sending forth by telepathy a particular thought or conception may be the 
lotus with two petals or Ajna Chakra, and finally the “place” in the “top” of 
my head where I sense radiations of a very high spiritual order may have 
something to do with the thousand-petalled lotus or Sahasrara. (1 don't 
think I have developed all the chakras mentioned in Eastern philosophy. 
In fact I have never consciously and intentionally practised in order to de- 
velop supernormal faculties. Somehow I always had the feeling that this 
wasn't the proper thing for me to do, and that the faculties I was to acquire 


4. Cf. the article of H. Carrington on “Yoga Philosophy” in the October 1931 issue of this 


Journal. Also: Sir Arthur Avalon: “The Serpent-power”’ and W. Leadbeater: “The 
Chakras”. In this connection it is perhaps of interest, that Ing. Grunewald in his lecture 
mentioned above states how he found magnetic poles in the magnetic field of his medium 
Johansen. He thinks that these poles may perhaps have something to do with the oscillations 
and whirls of the forces passing through the chakras. He hopes later investigators will in- 
vestigate these problems with suitable subjects after him. Unfortunately he died before he 
could publish his detailed accounts of these experiments. 
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would come to me of themselves when the time was ripe for them to do so. 
On the other side however in studying philosophy, psychology and gnosology, 
I unconsciously went through many exercises which very much resemble some 
practices of the secret teachings of the East (concentration, meditation, self- 
observation etc.). But of course when I was bent upon these studies I never 


thought of the aims of the secret teachings, in fact at that time I knew noth- 
ing whatever about them.) 


Now sometimes what I get isn’t only the aura of a person’s mind or 
of the feelings he may be just experiencing, but a sort of symbolical vision 
of his whole being into which, however, the principal colours of its aura are 
woven. For example I remember a fellow-student (of Jewish origin) who 
alweys tormented himself and others by criticising all and everything (es- 
pecially philosophical and religious theories) as soon as he had (intellectual- 
ly) grasped their meaning. So he never came to a final opinion concerning 
anything because he always thought the contrary might be just as true. I felt 
very sorry for him and one day I remember I had a kind of symbolical 
vision of him: he seemed to be a big black rock, but in the innermost center 
of this rock there seemed to be a beautiful dark-blue sapphire, and outside 
the rock there was the sun, and many little sunbeams seemed to try to find 
some crevice in the rock even if it were ever so small, through which they 
might reach the sapphire inside, and the sapphire seemed to be longing for 
them, though, somehow, it didn’t seem to have the force to pierce the rock 
and reach the light. I have often had such visions concerning other people. 
I think that probably many people have these same faculties of seeing or 
feeling auras and of getting such symbolical visions of other souls—though 
probably these faculties are not in many cases developed because there is 
no wide open path between their conscious and their subconscious mind. 


In this connection it was rather interesting for me to read,° that Nona, 
the control of the above mentioned Hungarian medium Mrs. Luisa Ignath, 
not only describes the human aura and its colours as well as their signi- 
ficance as I also sense them, but also says, that to each human character there 
corresponds a certain kind of flower or animal, which is in a way analogous 
to it. 


Of course I know perfectly well, that this analysis‘ of my sensing the 
human aura is but a subjective experience, not a scientific, objective proof 
of its existence. But I hope it will perhaps stimulate those who have similar 
experiences to study and analyse them too, and thereby correct or endorse 
what I have found. Thus by comparing the results of the subjective and ob- 
jective investigation of these supernormal faculties it will perhaps be possible 
to throw some light on the nature of human radiations generally and the 
human aura in particular. 


5. In the report of the experiments of the Norwegian S.P.R. with this medium in ‘“Psykisk 
Tidskrift”’, Vol. 10, No. 3, p. 87. 
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Note: Mrs. Garrett in trance. Her usual 
control is Speaking. 


Sitting commenced at 4.6 p.m. 


4.8 It is I. Uweni. I give you greet- 
ing friends. ... Here is a man who passed 
out under rather strange circumstances. 
He gives the feeling of a man who is a 
Celt. He was very genial, very tall, and 
is very good-looking and strong; healthy 
and vivacious, but to some persons and 
at times, had almost a brooding disposi- 
tion. I have this so very much in evid- 
ence before he passed over. I do not 
think that it is a case of taking his own 
life, but I do feel that he passed out un- 
der rather suspicious circumstances. I do 
not see any one by him as he passed 
over. I only see him alone and there 
seems to have been great monetary trou- 
ble and really a feeling that he had had 
a kind of mental collapse. I would think 
he was perhaps 43 or 44; rather heavy, 
very broad shoulders and has a vivacious 
looking face. His skin is dark; has a 
charming expression with a very well 
marked mouth and a light moustache. 
Has a deeply lined forehead for one so 
young. I am certain he had something 
to do with publicity, for I get a strong 
impression of pictures, papers and ledg- 
I cannot help thinking that it is 


ers. 


SITTING WITH MRS. GARRETT 


Held on May 22nd, 1931. 
A. D. Louttir LANG 


Evidences of Personal Identity in communications received through the 
mediumship of Mrs. Eileen Garrett in sittings May 22nd and Aug. 12, 1931. 
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only recently that he passed out and it 
must have come as a big shock to him- 
self. I am almost convinced that the 
man was strongly psychic himself, but 
did not practise it very much. Has a 
very heavy, unusual looking ring; it has 
a heavy carving on it. One notices that 
on the hand. Gives a connection with 
Randolph, also the name like Veron. I 
do not say “Veron”, it has not that 
sound. No, he is saying Theron, is not 
“v’ but “tc” that I hear. I do not think 
he knew you very well.* Had a 
most amusing personality, a great deal 
of the devil in him. He was a man who 
liked the flesh-pots but had a great spirit- 
uality. I want to tell you something 
that he is doing. I am so certain, please, 
that he is going to give you a time. He 
is experimenting almost as though with 
scales; I see him weighing something, it . 
is a white substance on a scale; he is go- 
ing to mould that white substance. I have 
a feeling that he means to give some in- 
dication of his having passed over and he 
wants to bring back some mould; some- 
thing tenable and physical which I think 
the substance on the scales has to deal 
with. It is almost as though he is a lit- 


* The name Pierson was given here. It should 


be Pierce; but the error may be attributed to the 
fact that ‘Pierson’ would be a very familiar name 
to the sitter, since it is that of the Secretary to 
the A.S.P.R. [Ed.] 
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tle interested in psychic experiences in 
his life. I cannot help thinking he is 
amused; he says it in an amusing way. 
He shrugs the shoulders; see Walter's 
garment or mantle falls about him. He 
says I have the driving force to do so 
much but I am giving you this to place 
on record. At 525 (Five-two-fwe) Bos- 
ton. I will have made a contact that 
he is unable to make, but at the time I 
make contact they are referring to having 
put in a kind of appearance. The date,— 
that also given. Yes, it is 5.25. Again 
he repeats the date, the 23rd. He says 


the time I give you is later than my usual 
time of working, but am trying to make 
record test. Referring to visit on the 
23rd. I do hope I have given that clear- 
ly. He is laughing. .. Oh, he does not go. 
He takes up a paper, seems to have a 
column connected with him, connected 
with stocks and shares. He says “I see 
by the Bulletin of the 29th ultimo that 
friend Wheatley has burned his fingers 
again rather badly.” He speaks of some- 
thing to do with special trust or special 
loan. Then it all passes away. 


** 


A FURTHER SITTING WITH MRS. GARRETT 


Wednesday, 12th August, 1931 


Present: Mrs. Garrett, Mr. A. D. Lout- 
tit Lang, Miss Beenham taking notes. 

4.14 Sitting commenced. 

4.16 Medium in trance. “It is I, Uweni. 
I give you greeting friend. I want to 
give you the impression of a man of 
good looking appearance, of delightful 
personality of considerable charm and 
great ability. He had strong magnetism 
and attraction. He was in the middle of 
life; gives the impression of having 
passed out very recently. I would not 
think he was very old, 38-42 or 43. It 
is difficult to say, but about that age.” 

Mr. Lang. “But, Uweni, I had this 
before at the first sitting.” | 

Uweni. “Yes, but he says he is watch- 
ing the experiments from his side, be- 
cause he knows what you are doing and 
he has got permission from the lady, 
whom he did not know in life, to watch 


the experiment and to see how the rec- 
ording process is done from his side; as 
he says he has so often watched what 
is taking place in the recording process. 
The last one in which he was engaged 
was in connection with Wooler or 
Wooley, and he little thought when he 
got the vibrations ready or helped in that 
case that he was so soon to be experi- 
menting from that side. He asks for 
you to forgive him but it is as an investi- 
gator that he wishes to be present as he 
knew something of what you are doing— 
of your work. Would you forgive? He 
thinks you suspect who he is. He made 
contact with you once before. He says 
he is not connected with your group but 
knows your group. Refers to something 
to do with a group connected with Hy- 
slop House. He speaks of that group 


in connection with you. He says he did 
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not belong but knew them and speaks to 
you of Boston. He says he is a very great 
friend of Max Siller (?), Dudley, Ham- 
ilton, and if you want the answer to the 
riddle served in the process at Lime,— 
there is a number and then something to 
do with Lime. Doc. Dud., M. W. will 
know and I was there very strongly be- 
fore I had to go South in connection 
with domestic details. He says to you 
Theyrun and he says write it so: THEY- 
RUN and cross out substitute 
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That is all I am going to say, but I want 
to refer to this again and set up some 
kind of cross communication between the 
group and the fraternity in your group 
or set connected with Hyslop House. 
Now, please, that is what he says. He 
walks aside and says it is very poor but 
I have given you an idea of what I am 
up to and what you are up to. Further 
communications will be available through 
the three contingents. I must have an 
opportunity of referring to my London 


for “U” and you have got the riddle. visit, especially that of the 12th. 
* ee 


PSYCHICAL EXPERIENCE OF A RUSSIAN 
LADY 


NARRATED BY Mr. WERNER HAAG 


By the courtesy of Mr. Arthur Goadby we are able to record the 
following: 


“At a theatre party in Munich, Bavaria, in 1922, given by some friends 
of mine, and an old Russian lady, Mme. Charitenko, related to me, a propos 
of some little mystery performance on the stage, the following experience ot 
her own, which so interested me that I distinctly remember and often recall 
every detail of it. 


Madame Charitenko said that during the time at which the Bolsheviks 
were pushing the White army under General Denikin towards the Black 
Sea, she was staying alone with her maid at Novorossijsk, a town on the 
shore of that sea. Her two daughters had left Russia; one for Rome—this 
being Mme. Olive, wife of an officer on the staff of General Denikin,—and 
the other, Princess Gortchakoff, for Paris. 


Shortly afterwards, her daughter in Rome was suddenly and for no 
obvious reason seized with a strange apprehension;—a presentiment of dan- 
ger which she was unable to repress: and she decided to visit her sister im- 
mediately at Paris. On her arrival at Princess Gortchakoff’s apartment, there 
happened to be calling there a Russian lady who, on hearing Mme. Olive’s 
explanation of her suddenly arranged visit to Paris, offered to introduce her 
to a certain clairvoyante who, she thought, might be able to fathom the 
reason for her anxiety. She accordingly interviewed this clairvoyante. 

After a brief silence the clairvoyante affirmed that she saw many 
souls of the dead and heard them speak to her; but that there were so 
many Russians attempting to communicate who had been killed during and 
after the revolution that she feared it might be impossible to get a .clear 
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message. Presently, however, she was able to declare to Mme. Olive that 
some man very near and dear to her was in great danger and would perish 
unless help were speedily brought to him. He was, she said, at a place 
where a very good friend of her family had been killed a year before. Mme. 
Olive thought of course at once of her husband, who was with Denikin. 
But she had no means of communicating with him. However, she returned 
at once to Rome and there appealed to her friend the wife of Lord Buchanan, 
who had been British Ambassador to St. Petersburg and was at that time 
Ambassador to Rome. 

Lord Buchanan at once succeeded in getting a message through to 
me via the Italian Admiralty, which had some destroyers stationed in the 
Black Sea near Novorossijsk. The message was brought to Mme. Chari- 
tenko by an Italian naval officer and she immediately proceeded to General 
Denikin’s headquarters where she learned that her son-in-law during the 
retreat had been left behind sick with typhus, though no one could tell her 
exactly where. 

Suddenly she recalled the fact that a very dear friend of hers had been 
killed by the Bolsheviks a year previously at a certain village through 
which the Denikin army had recently passed on their retreat: and, as the 
naval officer’s message contained this hint as to where he would be found, 
she at once engaged horses and a waggon and, accompanied only by her 
maid, went through the lines of the retreating troops to the village in ques- 
tion, where she found her son-in-law lying alone in a barn in an almost 
hopeless condition. She managed to put him into the waggon and brought 
him back to Novorossijsk, where he eventually recovered.” 


WERNER HAAG. 


| 
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A PSYCHICAL COMMUNICATION 


RECEIVED BY THE MEDIUM FOR THE “DISCARNATE KNOWLEDGE” SERIES 


(Being a message supposedly delivered by the late Fred Rafferty, as a communica- 
tion from Mr. Rafferty was requested at the time the script was received; though 
obviously there is no means of checking the identity of the communicator, the sub- 
stance of whose discourse must stand on its own merits.) 


During the afternoon of June 5, 1932, the psychic (X) visited Mr. 
William T. Glover, herein noted as G., whereupon it was suggested by G. 
that they conduct a sitting and attempt to communicate by using the ouija 
as an instrument. They accordingly sat but without result. Then G., who 
had just been reading Fred Rafferty’s book Life Here and Hereafter, and 
who had known Rafferty in life, having corresponded with him up to the 
time of his death more than a year ago, suggested that they then try to com- 
municate with him by means of inspirational control. This was agreeable 
to X, so G. formally voiced a call for Mr. Rafferty. At the same time X 
reached for the book with the evident intention of reading from it—a 
method he had employed on one or two occasions before when endeavoring 
to contact with personalities. He could not have read more than a few 
lines, however, when the following discourse ensued: 


THE MESSAGE 
(Communicator—Rafferty?) I am perfectly willing to communicate, but 
you are not in the best possible touch with me. 

G. Are you pleased with your situation over there? 

C. Particularly pleased—yes; but I have been overwhelmed by so 
many strange experiences. I realize now that life in the physical state was 
but a mere fringe of this wider reality which all but overawes-me with the 
vastness of its import. Would you care to have me relate some of my new, 
and I might even say, startling, experiences? 

G. (Who was recording the message verbatim in shorthand) Yes, 
please do so. 

C. (Continuing simultaneously with G’s reply) If so, I shall begin by 
saying that many of the mountains that the human mind erects, and has 
been erecting for ages past, become but the merest of molehills when once 
they are considered in the light of my higher, more impersonal, orientation. 
My first impression was an enlarging breadth of vision. 

For many years in the earth state I had been interested in some of the 
more serious questions which confront the human intellect, i.e., I had been 
interested in the philosophy of spiritualism. I had imagined that I had at 
least obtained some inkling as to the nature of my present state, and as to 


mankind’s ultimate destiny; but now I realize that it is all far greater than 
it was given me to conceive. 
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message. Presently, however, she was able to declare to Mme. Olive that 
some man very near and dear to her was in great danger and would perish 
unless help were speedily brought to him., He was, she said, at a place 
where a very good friend of her family had been killed a year before. Mme. 
Olive thought of course at once of her husband, who was with Denikin. 
But she had no means of communicating with him. However, she returned 
at once to Rome and there appealed to her friend the wife of Lord Buchanan, 
who had been British Ambassador to St. Petersburg and was at that time 
Ambassador to Rome. 

Lord Buchanan at once succeeded in getting a message through to 
me via the Italian Admiralty, which had some destroyers stationed in the 
Black Sea near Novorossijsk. The message was brought to Mme. Chari- 
tenko by an Italian naval officer and she immediately proceeded to General 
Denikin’s headquarters where she learned that her son-in-liow during the 
retreat had been left behind sick with typhus, though no one could tell her 
exactly where. 

Suddenly she recalled the fact that a very dear friend of hers had been 
killed by the Bolsheviks a year previously at a certain village through 
which the Denikin army had recently passed on their retreat: and, as the 
naval officer’s message contained this hint as to where he would be found, 
she at once engaged horses and a waggon and, accompanied only by her 
maid, went through the lines of the retreating troops to the village in ques- 
tion, where she found her son-in-law lying alone in a barn in an almost 
hopeless condition. She managed to put him into the waggon and brought 
him back to Novorossijsk, where he eventually recovered.” 


WERNER HAAG. 
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(Being a message supposedly delivered by the late Fred Rafferty, as a communica- 
tion from Mr. Rafferty was requested at the time the script was received; though 
obviously there is no means of checking the identity of the communicator, the sub- 
stance of whose discourse must stand on its own merits.) 


During the afternoon of June 5, 1932, the psychic (X) visited Mr. 
William T. Glover, herein noted as G., whereupon it was suggested by G. 
that they conduct a sitting and attempt to communicate by using the ouija 
as an instrument. They accordingly sat but without result. Then G., who 
had just been reading Fred Rafferty’s book Life Here and Hereafter, and 
who had known Rafferty in life, having corresponded with him up to the 
time of his death more than a year ago, suggested that they then try to com- 
municate with him by means of inspirational control. This was agreeable 
to X, so G. formally voiced a call for Mr. Rafferty. At the same time X 
reached for the book with the evident intention of reading from it--a 
method he had employed on one or two occasions before when endeavoring 
to contact with personalities. He could not have read more than a few 
lines, however, when the following discourse ensued: 


THE MESSAGE 
(Communicator—Rafferty?) I am perfectly willing to communicate, but 
you are not in the best possible touch with me. , 

G. Are you pleased with your situation over there? 

C. Particularly pleased—yes; but I have been overwhelmed by so 
many strange experiences. I realize now that life in the physical state was 
but a mere fringe of this wider reality which all but overawes.me with the 
vastness of its import. Would you care to have me relate some of my new, 
and I might even say, startling, experiences? 

G. (Who was recording the message verbatim in shorthand) Yes, 
please do so. 

C. (Continuing simultaneously with G’s reply) If so, I shall begin by 
saying that many of the mountains that the human mind erects, and has 
been erecting for ages past, become but the merest of molehills when once 
they are considered in the light of my higher, more impersonal, orientation. 
My first impression was an enlarging breadth of vision. 

For many years in the earth state I had been interested in some of the 
more serious questions which confront the human intellect, i.e., I had been 
interested in the philosophy of spiritualism. I had imagined that I had at 
least obtained some inkling as to the nature of my present state, and as to 
mankind’s ultimate destiny; but now I realize that it is all far greater than 
it was given me to conceive. 
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One thing especially stands out in my mind and, as I believe it may 
touch upon one of the central problems of psychic research and the pos- 
sibilities of communication with this plane of being, I will proceed to dis- 
cuss it forthwith. The problem as you may already have guessed, has to 
do with the possibilities of so-called “personal communications” and in 
just what precise degree they are free from that taint which I always im- 
agined must more or less seriously affect our personal messages. For in- 
stance, 1 for one was never able to determine conclusively, and was far 
from being satisfied, as to what part, if any, the individual played in a 
scheme of reality which conceivably in my own mind at least, was a kind of 
“Over-Soul” —a Single Being,—a sort of Unimentarily—something like the 
view we call “Pantheism’’; but even here no pantheistic conception is quite 
complete; for Pantheism carries with it the idea of a finished Reality, which 
is certainly the converse of the “‘going-concern” we all of us know the 
universe to be. The question that occupied the forefront in my mind was 
always this: if communication with the discannate was at all feasible, what 
percentage of the messages could we rely upon as genuine, and of these,— 
to what extent were they marred by “foreign” influences, such as the minds 
of both the medium and sitters, to say nothing of that universal or cosmic 


mind—call it what you will—the existence of which I had long since ceased 
to doubt. 


You well know that psychical researchers are today divided into two 
more or less distinct schools. There are, for instance, those who cling to 
Animism; a belief that would deny, or at least doubt, the possibility of per- 
sonal communications from here. There are another class who support the 
hypothesis of communication; but even with these there has always been a 
question as to the accuracy with which such messages come through. 


I do not say that this question has been solved; but I now feel that I 
can visualize the problem with much more definiteness. The trouble has been 
that you, as well as I, have so far placed the emphasis upon the wrong 
place and have almost wholly failed to consider the fundamental relation 
that mind has to mind. I realize that no greater illusion exists than that 
which would conceive of mind as something separate from Self. To put 
it differently, the “I in Me and the “I” in You are ultimately one and the 
same universal Consciousness or Ego, and so from the standpoint of my 
present enlightenment, the personal element becomes more of a problem for 
the psychologist than as a standard for judging of messages from here. 


I realize that I am embarking upon a subject that is undoubtedly difficult 
for you with your spatio-temporal conceptions to understand. I will say this: 
your present self-containing ideas of independence and separateness are for 
the most part only appearances, as may be realized vividly enough at times; 
as, for example, when you enter into the dream state, or whenever you un- 
dergo that rare psychical experience known as “travelling clairvoyance’. In 
both circumstances space and time may be completely annihilated. 
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I still view ourselves as individuals, but as individuals only in that 
wider sense of relationship which conceives of parts of the individual 
bound together in a perfect whole. Each mind interacts one with another; 
and while this is true of yourselves, it is possible for us to realize it more 
clearly. I would impress upon you the fact that no single one of us is free 
from this universal thought-interaction. And so I am now prepared to an- 
swer the query as to how much of the personal there really is in these so- 
called “personal messages” from this plane. 


The answer is: it really does not matter. Man has been, and is still 
immersed in the age-old delusion that conceives of his special residence on 
this planet, as something set aside and apart from existence as we know 
it here, and imagine it elsewhere. Let me say here and now that your life 
and ours are but fragments of a still larger all-inclusive Reality; and there 
is every reason to believe that in its inmost nature this reality is MIND. 
Not the least of my new experiences is the dawning realization that however 


far removed from individuals we may seem when viewed in the light of cer-. 


tain wider conceptions, nevertheless we are such, once we consider ourselves 
from the standpoint of our great heritage in free-will. For as I see it now, 
we are destined—in a word, we are as free agents, privileged to operate 
and be operated upon—we both give and receive. There is not a thought 
nor an idea fermenting in the least of us that does not have, however small, 
its own particular influence. The old Roman dictum that “United we stand, 
divided we fall’, is a part of the law. The electron taken alone is relatively 


impotent; when combined with others it produces an electric current sufficient 
to run great factories. 


I have experienced further the growing realization of that still broader 
law which decrees that like forces shall be conjoined, each ‘after its own 
kind—in a manner similar to the biological determinacy that has given birth 
to the various species on earth. The law is universal, and as a result there 
is a vast interwoven web of mental zones which collectively form certain 
wider divisions which you correctly call spheres. Thus it is that by a sort 
of inherent gravity each of us seeks his own particular level, or more pro- 
perly his own special station or condition in life. Yet I would not mislead 
you in the belief that the state of the individual here even remotely borders 
upon an average or true mean. 


There is no such thing as finality, which would be but another word 


for stagnation—a condition that could not be tolerated from our standpoint. . 


There is given, on the contrary, the widest scope for possible divergence, and 
likewise the greatest possible expansion of the human personality—a word 
which, if it seem mysterious to you, becomes doubly so for us here. As per- 
sonalities we seem literally to reach out and touch one another. Especially 
do we meet at that point at which we maintain some common footing—some 


middle ground of intercourse in the thought realm, or in the realm of the 
emotions. 
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Thus you should try to imagine each of us as constituting a special sort 
of “mental zone’, enveloping and being enveloped by other similar zones 
which together form a sphere. We are so arranged however, by the laws of 
correlation, that we form an interdependent and interrelated whole, an 
analogy of which may be found in the convex cell groupings in organisms. 
Examine a good diagram of the human brain—especially the cerebrum cor- 
tex—and you will receive a graphic picture of what it is like. We are ar- 
ranged in separate layers or convolutions—though you must not imagine this 
relatedness as being spatio-temporal in nature: our separateness consists of 
what we term specific ‘‘contrast relations’. Try to conceive of us as a vast 
assembly of independent vortices, our separate orbits, touching, crossing 
and overlapping each other like a series of interlocking rings. Do not im- 
agine us as placed out in juxtaposition to each other, as the prefix “juxta”’ 
(nearness) implys spatial dimension; hence the brain analogy would break 
down. Think of the relation each brain convolution bears to the central 
nervous system. Imagine us, if you can, as each in All and all in Each. We 
are held together by a common nexus for the self-same Universal Life Force 
or Christ Spirit dwells within and throughout each and all of us. 

Thus we are never without that sense of warmth which comes through 
pleasant association. There is never that sense of utter desolation that I some- 
times experienced in the physical state. There is no emptiness here—noth- 
ing remotely bordering upon the widespread dissatisfaction that afflicts count- 
less thousands of human beings during the present transitional times. 


From these general ideas it may be possible for you to form some imper- 
fect conception of our state of. being; but it would be impossible for you 
to even remotely conceive of the marvelous laws, both spiritual and mental 
which govern and environ us—laws that are different in every respect from 
the man-made laws which govern you, and which are infinitely more perfect 
than many of your laws of nature, which are but their crude counterparts. 

When I first came here I was amazed at the very real, though marvelous 
picture that life presented. I realize now that while on earth I had been 
more or less prone to dwell on the inconsistencies—the pains, the follies, 
and the weaknesses, of life. Now all that is changed. 


If one would gain a true insight into the nature of this wonderful reality, 
the two most suggestive words that I hit upon at the moment are “poetry” 
and “art”. There is of course the widest scope for intellectual attainment, 
such as scientific and mathematical endeavor; but even thought becomes 
directly creative: it is, in fact, objectively real, and it therefore may be readily 
imagined what a vital part it plays in our lives. Pure thought gives us up- 
lifting and inspiring pictures; while impure thought leaves its darkened 
stain upon the very clothes we wear. Not only are our homes and environ- 
ments, but our very lives are but the embodiment of our true selves. That is 
to say, they are the embodiments of what we actually are, not what we pre- 
tend to be, or to have been: it is entirely a matter of our own intrinsic 
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worth as thinking selves. For—‘“as a man thinketh so is he.” Christ said: . 
“Many will say to me in that day, Lord have we not prophesied in thy 
name?. . . And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you. . .” 


My impression has been one of completeness; for in this life I have 
discovered no loose ends, so to say. The harmonies which reign throughout 
all that I have yet encountered beggar description and baffle the under- 
standing. 

I can perhaps best sum up the differences between our state and yours 
by putting special emphasis upon the inharmonies that persist throughout 
your world. It is necessary for man-made laws to supplement natural laws, 
of course: but because of the development and increasing complexity of 
your civilization these have so multiplied until they now threaten to crush 
you beneath the weight of their own cumbersome inertia. This is so because 
man in himself is not complete. Therefore it stands to reason that all his 
works are finite. Too many of your laws have been modeled after the 
needs of the intellect, and you have too often neglected the demands of the 
_ heart. There is, for example, the whole body of jurisprudence which seeks 
| to regulate human conduct in a humanly established society. Far too much 
_ stress is placed upon law for law’s sake, and it is too readily forgotten that 
_ laws at the most are but instruments of the people. As an example of how 
they multiply in accordance with the growth of the civilized state, I shall 
instance any one of your overcrowded cities. There the citizens are suffered 
to respect and to obey any number of city ordinances, which supplement 
the already abundant, prescribed regulations of the State and Federal govern- 
ments. 

It must necessarily be that even the wisest of such regulations for human 
_ conduct, are but the crudest beginnings of those wide principles that govern 
_ the spiritual realm. 

The question arises: why should the contrast between the two planes be 
so striking and so complete? I myself, when in the body, believed that death 
or transition would usher in a condition but a little removed from life on 
earth. But I never did imagine the real purpose of the physical world— 

which is only a school, and a low grade school at that; its entire purpose 
_ seeming to me now to be but the incubating stage in what is apparently a 
universal scheme of progress. 

Man has committed many blunders, among which many of his laws and in- 
stitutions are not the least; but it has been necessary that he live down 
numerous illusions for the sake of his own self-enlightenment and experience. 
Only at crucial moments in human history has there been what might be 
called Divine Intercession; but there have been many times when wise 
guidance was needed. Uplifting thoughts which impinge upon your plane 
from here, always serve as a leavening influence. Were it not for such 
thought, brute force alone would fail, man-made contrivances would bow 
down, and the chapters of human history long since have ended. 
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Man-made laws are necessary for the strengthening of character and for 
the development of legitimate uses for freedom. But the time will surely 
come when they are no longer necessary; for there are already influences at 
work of a significance and intensity never felt before. The truth is that 
the rift in the veil is fast widening and many of you will live to see the 
source from which your guidance comes. 

The principles that regulate spiritual inter-communion and intercourse 
are just as exact, and indeed are verily like the laws governing all vortical 
movements. They are as precise and all-inclusive as the principles of geo- 
metry. As a matter of fact, there is a sort of geometry of the mind that 
regulates our spiritual conduct. We are our own severe judges and there is 
scarcely any need for divine wrath. Were I to violate a single one of these 
moral rules I should straightway find myself to be my own accuser. I 
could give particular examples of this but I think you will understand. It is 
the law, and it is fashioned upon the principle of the old proverb which 
declares a guilty conscience to be its own accuser. 

The one word which best characterises existence here is ‘““freedom’’; for 
we do indeed experience almost universal freedom—freedom such as no 
mortal ever experienced. But for all that there is the most careful, even 
scrupulous regard for the rights of others, which is not the least cause of 
such freedom. 

To sum up with a single sentence the chief differences between your 
life and ours, I would say that in your plane matter offers resistance to 
thought; here mind acts directly on its environment. It may therefore be 
seen that the laws which regulate and govern the spirit plane are really 
inherent in mind itself. 

Love and wisdom are the watchwords. When properly understood they 
make for continual and unending progress. 
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NO PROXY FOR SURVIVALISM 


GEO. CROSWELL Cressey, Ph.D., D.D. 


I read with interest the article in 
Psychic Research on “The Forms of Be- 
lief in a Future Life’; but my own 
thought and the experience of forty years 
in charge of parishes composed of per- 
sons of the highest intelligence compel 
me to differ radically from its conclu- 
sions. Having written a book on “Im- 
mortality in the Light of Reason” some 
years ago, I have naturally sought to as- 
certain the views on this subject of: the 
large number of people whom I have 
known personally and often intimately. 
I may remark incidentally that the parish, 
on the whole most radical in thought to 
which I have ministered, contained the 
fewest who were inclined to disbelieve in 
personal immortality. It is entirely nat- 
ural that youth should give little thought 
to the problem of a future beyond earth. 
Life stretches before it in the long years 
which seem endless. This is one of the 
mercies of life. If they hold any belief 
it is usually formal and traditional. 
When they pass into active life, its cares 
engage their attention and they may or 
may not give thought to the problem 
which has always loomed large on the 
horizon of life and always will. As old 
age approaches, it becomes more real and 
is in the affirmative or negative or not at 
all. The immortality of influence in my 
experience is not held to be in the same 
category as the doctrine of survival, as it 
certainly is not. Immortality in popular 
use means the survival of the event called 
death. It may be used figuratively in the 
sense of indefinite continuance, but the 
two conceptions are altogether diverse. 


We are sometimes urged by those who 
deny personal immortality to be content 
with the thought of a beneficent in- 
fluence which shall be exerted by our 
lives; it is a healthful sentiment but no 
more a substitute for immortality than 
any other laudable emotion or good deed 
which may be for the time only. If it 
shall ever be demonstrated to the intel- 
ligent that the immortal hope or belief 
is an illusion, man is brave enough to 
look straight into the eye of destiny; but 
he is not so weak as to accept a senti- 
ment no matter how excellent in itself in 
place of the belief of the ages. The com- 
parison is a play on words, a petversion 
of sentiment, a paralysis of logic. Re- 
gard for children or concern for welfare 
of relatives and “plasmic immortality” 
are also in an entirely different category; 
or differently expressed, solicitude for the 
future of our children and for persis- 


- tence of some of our own qualities in 


those who shall come after are entirely 
distinct in their appeal from belief in 
survival, these concern different aspects 
of existence and in my experience are 
never classed together or even compared 
in thought of the problems of life. The 
idea of “influential immortality” as a so- 
lace for lapse of belief in personal sur- 
vival is in no way of popular origin or a 
popular conception; it is an ethical pur- 
pose common to all the high-minded 
throughout the centuries forced into an 
unnatural category with the great doc- 
trine of survival, one of the cardinal be- 
liefs of natural religion. They are not in 
the least mutually exclusive. Anxiety for 
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welfare of a family exists in perfect ac- 
cord with the expectation of survival and 
is in no sense whatever a substitute there- 
for. The one is not altruistic and th: 
other selfish; they are both legitimate de- 
sires of the heart. The author writes 
“The deepest desire is not for personal 
but for plasmic immortality, the immor- 
tality which one has in his descendants.” 
I have known scores of those without 
descendants, scores with children all of 
whom desired and believed in a future 
for all, I have known those who have 
lost children by death whose cherished 
expectation was a future in which they 
should meet them. I have known many 
children whose belief in a future was in- 
tense and rational, I have known very 
many who desired to live in posterity, 
yet looked forward confidently to sur- 
vival, but I have never known one who 
found the former a substitute and satis- 
faction for the latter. 


Fear of death comes from different 
causes. There was fear once far more 
than now of what may come in the fu- 
ture as penalty for evil-doing. I knew 
years ago a professional man who said 
he would give all he possessed to know 
that the doctrine of a literal hell was a 
myth. A second source of fear is phys- 
ical, a fear which is now generally 
acknowledged to be unfounded. Actual 
passing is probably painless. Religion js 
a solace, but unbelievers so-called meet 
the event with courage, with stoic calm, 
if not with faith. Last hour visions are 
interpreted according to one’s belief con- 
cerning the nature and purpose of the 
world and universe. They may be con- 
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sidered subjective in accordance with pre- 
vious anticipation, or as objectively real. 
There is no reason for characterizing 
such experience as necessarily an illusion 
until survival is proved impossible, which 
is very far from fact. On the other hand, 
such visions have no significance what- 
ever as evidence of an “altruistic view of 
immortality” distinguished from belief 
in personal survival. Unless visions be 
wholly rejected, as from the point of view 
of materialism, any interpretation of 
them is consistent with, and may con- 
firm, the conception of personal immor- 


tality. 


Writers who are somewhat hostile to 
the prevailing idea of survival are wont 
almost invariably to cite in defence of 
their claims the religion of Buddha. The 
Buddhists, it is affirmed, believing life to 
be an evil, seek only to help humanity in 
its woes and believe in annihilation. It 
is true they believe in Nirvana, but what 
is Nirvana? There is no agreement on 
this question, but one reasonable solution 
is that it is a state of consciousness with- 


out self-consciousness. It is certainly not 


annihilation at death, since the Buddha 
attained it in this life; it is not such for 
anyone since it is taught that it cannot 
be attained by the multitude till after an 
indefinite number of  re-incarnations. 
Whatever it be, it is far in the future. 
In the popular idea of immortality, suz- 
vival of death, the Buddhist religion 1s 
in harmony with all others. There are 
many ways in which one may influence 
the life of the world in the future; there 


is only one proper interpretation of the 
doctrine of immortality. 


A SEANCE WITH FLORENCE CORNER (Nee Cook). 
By HELEN A. DALLAS 


It seems probable that the pioneer work done by Sir William Crookes in the 
middle of the last century will be better appreciated in years to come than it was 
at the time, or is even now. As scientific men become increasingly convinced by 
their own experiences of the reality of the phenomena to which he testified, with 
so much courage, the work he did will be more justly estimated. 


Probably there are comparatively few now living in this world, who have at- 
tended séance with his medium (née Florence Cook) who became Mrs. Corner; 
therefore it may be worth while to record here a séance I had with her about a 
year before she died (i.e. in 1903). Her powers then seemed to be much less than in 
her earlier days. I have been told that she resumed the exercise of her mediumship 
when living in a house which seemed to be haunted, and that a “sea captain” then 
spoke through her, expressing annoyance at finding her in 4is house. He seemed 
unaware that he had died. Eventually he realised this, and then he became one of 
her “‘controls”’. 

Another control was a French girl called “Marie”. These two controls manifested 
during the séance to which I have referred. Although it took place nearly thirty 
years ago I can vouch for the accuracy of my report, because notes were carefully 
made either the same evening or the next day. 

The séance took place in the house of my brother-in-law Dr. Colles (an M.D. of 
Dublin), who had been a careful investigator into this subject for several years. 
Three of my family were present (besides myself) and we had invited four ac- 
quaintances; who were enquirers like ourselves. Dr. Colles rigged up a temporary 
cabinet with curtains, and arranged some red material round the lamp which was 
kept alight all the time. The light was quite strong enough to enable us to see each 
other, or observe any change of place on the part of any one in the circle. 

Mrs. Corner preferred to be tied to her chair. Dr. Colles tied a piece of red 
tape round each wrist and fastened this to the two arms of the chair, so that her 
hands could only twist round the arms, not move away from them; he -then fastened 
a metal chain round her waist and round the back of the chair. Mrs. Corner sug- 
gested that if we wished we could sew the tapes round her wrists to make them 
more secure. We did not care to do this, as we were satisfied with the precautions 
taken. (On a previous occasion this had been done with coloured silks). 

Mrs. Corner was dressed in black,- and she wore -a black under-shirt beneath 
her dress; a lace collar and pocket handkerchief were the only white objects visible 
on her person. 

For a considerable time nothing happened, then the medium groaned a little 
and a voice from the cabinet told one of our circle to go inside the cabinet and look 
at the medium. Dr. Colles did so, and found that her arm had twisted round the 
chair and she seemed uncomfortable. Probably she had been in trance, for she did 
not know she had done this. He cut the tapes and retied them so that she 
could lay her hands on her lap, he fastened both hands together and attached her 
arms to the chair in such a way that she could only move her hands a little way, 
then he replaced the metal chain as before. Still we waited, and nothing happened 
and we were told from the cabinet to break the circle and let her walk up and down 
the room. After this she was again tied (I need not repeat the details). 

Presently I became conscious of a cool feeling in my hands and other sitters 
felt the same, then the curtains round the cabinet began to move, and a figure draped 
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in white from head to foot opened them. This occurred several times, but she 
only showed herself for a moment each time; then a woman’s voice complained: 
“Il y.a beaucoup de lumiére’’; this was repeated more than once. 

I tried to encourage the control by saying in French, that we were very pleased 
to see her, to which the voice replied “‘Je me suis pas contente du tout’! adding 
that the light was too strong and she could not get on. Occasionally the voice from 
the cabinet said: ‘Don’t be so intent on the cabinet; talk to each other and don’t 
worry me”. 

We had no desire to ‘‘worry” her of course; but probably our thoughts were so 
fixed upon getting results that they interfered with the passive conditions necessary. 
We are apt to forget that Thought may impinge on the minds which are operating 
to produce these phenomena and become a disturbing force. 

Once when the “old captain” (Mrs. Cornet’s other control) was speaking 
‘“Marie’s” voice exclaimed: ‘“Tais toi!” 

Presently a voice from the cabinet invited Dr. Colles to come behind the cur- 
tain to see for himself that there was too much light. “You may come into the cabinet 
just to see that I am not complaining for nothing!’’, it said. He then stepped into 
the cabinet whence ‘‘Marie’’ had so recently appeared and he observed that a good 
deal of light penetrated. He saw that Mrs. Corner was still fastened into the chair 
and it was obvious to him that the figure in white that we had seen could not have 
been Mrs. Corner. 

When he had resumed his place in the circle, the old captain’s voice said: ‘The 
object of a cabinet is to keep out the light”. We were then instructed to break up the 
séance and re-arrange the lamp. Mrs. Corner was taken into another room whilst 
Dr. Colles and I re-arranged the red material round the lamp so as to exclude the 
yellow rays: the light remained quite fairly good however. 

After this the tying process was resumed, and Marie again appeared several 
times and on one occasion threw out her white robe towards us exclaiming, “Voila!” 
She said that her head was draped because the power was not sufficient to enable 
her completely to materialise, but her face was visible. (I have no note as to her exact 
features and at this distance of time I cannot recall them). Another little figure ap- 
peared for a moment, and a hand appeared outside the cabinet more than once. 

By comparison with Sir W. Crookes’s wonderful experiences, these results were 
small; but in view of the fact that the phenomena occurred in our own drawing 
room with our own family and friends present, the occurrences were, to me, con- 
clusive from an evidential point of view. 

Of course I realise that far larger results having been repeatedly obtained by 
researchers with strictly scientific tests, and that this personal experience has comparative- 
ly little value for those who were not present. I only offer this report to the U. S. 
S. P. R. Journal because the Editor appeared to regard it as worth publishing. It 
has, at least, the merit of being, to the best of my belief, an accurate statement of 
what occurred. 

I have attended several materialisation séances with more or less satisfactory 
results, but the conditions on this occasion were exceptionally good and do not 
leave in my mind any loop hole for doubt, as to the super-normal character of the 
occurrences. 

I observe that the effect which the lapse of time has on my memory is to 
diminish not to exaggerate my experiences, so that if I had not my notes to refer 
to I could not have ventured to relate so many details. Having them I can do so 
with confidence. 

When the appearances ceased a conversation followed’ which is of some interest 
though it cannot be claimed as “evidential”. A rather rough man’s voice issued 
from the cabinet (the Captain’s) and spoke with affection of the medium. “She 
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helped me up” he said. It had been so hard to realize that he had died, “You 
are never dead’’, he felt as alive as before death and kept trying to touch things and 
could not do so. “I was not kind at first” he added, referring to his first control of 
Mrs. Corner. 

Someone in the circle alluded to the similarity which at times existed between 
the medium and the appearances. The Captain’s voice remarked: “I have again 
and again said it is like turning jelly out of a mould’! He also said that he had 
often found that when controlling he had said things he did not at all intend to say. 

I do not remember observing this similarity on this occasion, but at another 
séance with Mrs. Corner I noticed that some times—not always—the hand that 
appeared outside the curtain was like hers, although the precautions taken did not 
permit me to think the medium had moved from her position. 

Someone referred to the difficulties of explaining conditions on the Other Side. 
“It is not only that” he replied, “We forget a great deal concerning our other life 
when we are taking earth conditions”. 

““Marie’s” voice said that she got tired when she materialised and that she 
“slept’” a great deal. She spoke of materialising as her “work”, and that she re- 
gretted when she had not an opportunity to do it. The Captain asked us to take 
care of the medium and ended with the words, “God bless you all: God bless you 
all—Jews, Catholic and all of you’ (Our invited guests were Jews). 

In connection with this branch of psychical research it is strange how rarely 
we find mention made of the work of the Italian investigators during the first de- 
cade of this century. This work was carried on with persistence and strict regard to 
scientific conditions by Professors of Milan and other Universities. I have in my 
possession an article by Professor Lombroso, to which I do not recall to have ever 
seen any reference made in recent books and articles; and yet it is of considerable 
interest. In it he records some of his experiences with Eusapia Palladino, and thé 
conclusions to which they led him. He carried on his experiments with her for a 
period of twenty years or perhaps longer. At the outset he expected to discover 
that there was nothing super-normal in the phenomena alleged to occur in her 
presence and even when he was compelled to alter this opinion he still held to the 
hypothesis that no other intelligence than her own was responsible for what oc- 
curred. This last entrenchment of his agnosticism was finally abandoned, and in the 
article above mentioned he gives his reasons for believing that the surviving per- 
sonalities of those who had departed this life actively manifested through her med- 
iumistic forces. One occurrence which he narrates is of special interest, as indicative, 
in his opinion, of a mind and will independent of the medium and indeed opposed 
to hers. 

He relates the appearance of a “woman of great beauty’, during one of Eusapia’s 
deep trances. This apparition was perceived by three persons. An attempt was made 
to photograph it, but by signs made with head and hands, she objected to this. 
Although Eusapia and her control were willing that the attempt should be made, 
the photographic plate was twice broken. In a later séance a request was made that 
this lovely woman should make a mould of her hand in paraffin. Eusapia promised 
to make her comply with this request. The mould was made, but whilst a member 
of the circle held it in his hands an etheric hand issued from the cabinet and 
dashed it to pieces. Lombroso adds that afterwards he learned that this woman 
had strong reasons for not wishing to be identified. 

At these materialisation sittings, Lombroso thus describes his sensations: “When 
we touch them, on rare occasions and only for a very short space of time, we note 
that they are solid; but we more often feel an etheric body which is inflated and 
vanishes under pressure, but of which we cannot on that account deny the existence”. 

My own slighter experiences gain in value for myself by comparison with the 
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much greater experiences of qualified investigators, whose scientific faculties give 
weight to their testimony. If each generation feels it necessary to prove again for 
itself that to which a past generation has borne witness, should it not be careful to keep 
in mind past experiments? Is it mot true that the value of present experiences can 
only be estimated by i them in connection with past labours and their results? 


HELEN ALEX. DALLAS. 
KK 


BOOK REVIEWS 
“WE ARE HERE” 
Psychic Experiences by Judge Ludwig Dahl; with an introduction by Sir Oliver Lodge. 
Rider & Co. 5/- 
(Translated) 

Certain features in this work give it a special claim on the attention of serious 
students, and on this account Sir Oliver Lodge has commended “the whole book’’ 
to the English speaking public. The author being a highly respected judge in Oslo, 
his testimony to the phenomena he observed should carry great weight. His pro- 
fession, of course, gives him the advantage of being an expert .in weighing evidence; 
moreover when he first approached the subject of Psychical Research he was entire- 
ly agnostic with regard to the question of survival and all — occurrences 
and religious beliefs. 

The mediumistic faculties of his daughter, Ingeborg, were of a rather unusual 
kind, as she became not only clairvoyant and clairaudient, and also a writing medium; 
but physical phenomena of a remarkable kind also occurred in her presence, proving 
the objective character of the experiences. These, together with the messages given 
in her trance state, convinced the judge that the communications received were from 
living (deceased) personalities, and ultimately altered completely his outlook on life 
and death and human destiny. His testimony to the supernormal phenomena is 
supported by that of Dr. Th. Wereide, a Physicist of Oslo University, and by other 
reliable witnesses. Space permits of only one remarkable occurrence being quoted here. 

The medium, Ingeborg, had been instructed during a trance, to hold a pencil 
in her left hand over a sheet of paper and to take a book and read aloud to those 
present; the date on which she was to do this was indicated (during her trance). 
When she had done as she was told to do, and had read six pages the pencil dropped 
from her hand and the sheet of paper, on which it had been writing all the time, 
was found to contain a letter addressed to an English friend of Ingeborg and bear. 
ing the signature of her aunt who had died. Comparison of the writing with that 
of a letter written by the same lady before her death shows indisputable similarity 
between .the two hand-writings. Ingeborg had never previously written an English 
letter, her knowledge of the language was limited to that of an average Norwegian 
_gitl, educated at a secondary school. Facsimiles are reproduced which can be ex- 
amined by the reader. 

The book is of great interest: the more discursive communications are of course 
“unverifiable” but they deserve to be carefully read, giving particular notice to the 
oft repeated statements ¢hat descriptions of occupations &c. in after-death state must 
not be understood literally, but merely as analogous terms, intended to convey 
some idea of the condition of those who have passed out of this material world. 


H. A. D. 
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“ON THE EDGE OF THE ETHERIC” 
By Arthur Findlay 
Rider & Co.4/- 
This interesting book is having a wide sale in England among various kinds of 
readers. It appeals to the student because, in the first part of the book, the author 
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gives some very striking evidential experiences, carefully stated, and verified. These 
were printed in pamphlet form during the life time of Sir William Barrett, who 
wrote a foreword in support of the work of the author. The medium employed in 
these cases was a Scotchman named Sloan whose integrity is an additional asset; the 
value of the experiences does not rest, however, on the honesty of the medium, but on 
their intrinsically evidential quality. 

The latter half of the book is of a different character. The communications made 
during the trance give unverifiable information, and are open to various interpreta- 
tions. The fact that these communications came in response to questions put by the 
sitter is a circumstance that suggests caution in accepting them entirely at their face 
value. Questions under these conditions are liable to disturb the passivity of the 
medium and may be largely affected by what Professor Hyslop called “marginal 
thoughts’’. 


H. A. D. 


“NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH” 


The confessions of a medium, by Frederick A. Haines F.C.1.B. 7/6. 
The Pure Thought Press, 173 High Street, Walford Heights (England) 

This book rings true throughout. It is of unequal value from an evidential 
standpoint, but it justifies its title; and some of Mr. Haines’s experiences are strongly 
evidential, not only of supernormal occurrences, but of communication from discarnate 
intelligences. One such remarkable experience was a statement made through a 
medium, claiming to come from his deceased son, which gave him information con- 
cerning a matter which his son had concealed from him during his lifetime. Another 
occurrence was not less remarkable. Mr. Haines visited a medium who obtained 
the direct voice. A relative spoke to him and expressed her dislike and distrust of 
this medium. Shortly afterwards the medium disappeared, which led Mr. Haines to 
the conclusion that the opinion expressed by the voice in her presence was justified. 
A portion of the book consists of “inspirational” addresses given through the author. 


H. A. D. 
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AN ASTRONOMICAL SCRIPT AND ITS 
VERIFICATION 


The planetary conjunction indicated in our August issue actually occurred 
at 5 a.m. on the morning of Saturday, August 27th, when the Moon, Mars, 
and Venus came into a true line and a cruciform figure was formed in great 
perfection. But the point of closest conjunction between the three planets 
was not reached until the morning of the 28th, about 24 hours later, and this 
was the date advised by our astronomical expert. Those, therefore, who 
may have looked for the Cross on the morning of the 28th will have been 
disappointed. For by that time the relative position of the Moon had so 
altered that it formed a close triangle with the other two planets instead 
of a right line. Another and very important point proved to have been 
ignored by our astronomer. The Cross appeared in the Sign of Gemini, 
and not in Cancer and the stars which formed the arms of the cross were 
three; the Twins (Castor and Pollux) terminating the arm to the left of the 
beholder, and another bright star (Gamma: Gemini) the arm to the right. 

There will be another conjunction of a very similar kind on Sept. 30th 
and we should like our readers to look out for this. 


* 


BOOKS RECEIVED—SEPTEMBER 1932 


John I. D. Bristol 
A posthumous volume of our late Hon. President's collected 
poems. Presented by Mrs. Bristol to the Library. (2 copies) 

“THE DRAMA OF LIFE AFTER DEATH” George Lawton 


Automatic script received through the hand of Mrs. Hester 
Dowden. With several appendices and two illustrations. 
242 pp. demy. octavo. Price $3 net. Macoy Publishing Co. 
On sale at Hyslop House. 
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